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MOROCCO. 

By  Consul  Geneml  Maurice  Blake,  Tangier,  August  21). 

Conditions  in  the  Shereefian  Empire  have  somewhat  adjusted 
themselves  to  the  economic  state  of  affairs  resulting  from  the  war, 
and  in  spite  of  the  scarcity  of  freights,  difficulties  of  exchange,  and 
the  general  condition  of  commerce  throughout  the  world,  there  was 
a  noticeable  increase  in  the  total  trade  of  the  country  for  the  year 
1915.  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $11,731,750  over  that  of  the  year  1914, 
exports  accounting  for  $5,115,332  and  imports  $G,G1G,418  of  this 
aggregate.  The  foregoing  figures  do  not  take  into  consideration  the 
trade  passing  over  the  Algerian  border,  which,  in  the  absence  of 
exact  statistics,  was  estimated  at  $7,4:99,015  in  the  vear  1915  and 
$7,316,051  in  1914. 

With  respect  to  exports,  the  heavy  demands  for  military  accou- 
terments,  boots,  saddlery  and  harness,  as  well  as  for  foodstuffs  and 
forage,  caused  the  Government  to  requisition  the  entire  production 
of  hides,  skins,  wheat,  and  barley. 

Effect  of  Embargoes  on  American  Buyers. 

The  embargoes  upon  the  exports  mentioned  above  adversely  af- 
fected the  interests  of  x\merican  buyers,  and  local  prospects  are  not 
encouraging  for  any  immediate  relaxation  of  these  limitations.  The 
embargo  upon  the  export  of  chick-peas  has  also  prevented  American 
importers  from  effecting  their  usual  purchases. 

With  respect  to  imports  into  this  country,  the  volume  of  trade  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Morocco  has  remained  about  the  same. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  VN'ar  it  was  anticipated  that  trade  with  the 
United  States  would  increase,  and  attempts  in  both  countries  have 
been  made  to  promote  business,  but  the  failure  appears  to  be  almost 
entirely  due  to  defective  communication  and  to  excessive  freight 
rates,  at  present  amounting  to  about  $60  per  ton  from  Xew  York  to 
Moroccan  ports.  A  considerable  proportion  of  imported  canned 
food,  hardware,  tools,  household  articles,  and  nails  are  of  American 
origin,  although  credited  in  the  official  statistics  to  the  European 
countries  from  Avhich  they  are  reexported  to  Morocco. 

While  difficulties  in  connection  with  indirect  communication,  de- 
layed deliveries,  and  high  freight  rates  tend  to  discourage  trade  Avith 
the  United  States  American  manufacturers  and  shippers  are  partly 
responsible,  as  the  following  instances  will  show. 

American  Manufacturers  and  Trade  with  Morocco. 

An  automobile  company  in  a  circular  letter  recently  invited  appli- 
cations for  the  appointment  of  an  agent  for  Morocco,  although  it 
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had  an  aoency  contract  already  in  force  covering  this  territory.  This 
information  gave  the  actual  agent  a  bad  impression,  and  the  incident 
illustrates  one  of  the  unfortunate  results  of  indiscriminate  circulari- 
zation,  a  form  of  advertising  that  seldom  produces  tangible  results. 

A  large  flour  milling  establishment  after  making  arrangements 
for  a  local  selling  agency  and  having  agreed  upon  the  special  terms 
of  sale  current  in  this  market  withdrew  from  its  engagement  when 
business,  as  a  result  of  the  agent's  efforts,  was  on  the  point  of  mate- 
rializing, thus  placing  the  agent  in  a  false  and  embarrassing  position 
with  his  customers  and  discouraging  further  endeavors  on  his  part. 

A  typewriter  company  shortly  before  the  (uitbreak  of  the  war  ap- 
pointed an  agent  in  Morocco.  The  company  desired  this  agent  to 
])lace  a  specified  number  of  machines  per  month,  but  owing  to  the 
undeveloped  conditions  of  the  market  agreed  that  the  agent  could 
not  be  expected  to  undertake  any  liability  in  respect  to  the  minimum 
limit  of  sales.  The  outbreak  of  hostilities  temporarily  rendered  im- 
possible any  business  in  this  direction.  When,  however,  during  the 
first  months  of  the  war  the  agent  had  succeeded  in  placing  an  order 
for  a  certain  number  of  machines,  the  company  then  stated  that  it 
would  supply  his  orders  only  upon  the  condition  that  he  undertook 
to  sell  double  the  number  of  machines  per  month  previously  agreed 
upon.  The  company  in  imposing  such  terms  when  conditions  were 
palpably  more  difficult  has  caused  the  agent  to  entirely  abandon  his 
connection  with  this  compan}^ 

Another  typewriter  company  had  granted  a  general  agency,  cover- 
ing the  territory  of  North  Africa,  to  a  firm  in  Spain,  which  in  turn 
appointed  an  agent  for  Morocco.  The  Paris  office  of  the  company 
has  also  appointed  a  separate  agent  for  Morocco  with  the  result  that 
neither  of  the  local  rival  agents  can  now^  be  induced  to  push  sales. 

A  large  hardware  concern  requested  information  as  to  Avhat  spe- 
cial articles  might  be  sold  in  Morocco.  This  information  was  con- 
veyed to  it  under  the  practical  form  of  an  order  for  about  20  tons 
of  goods  from  the  largest  hardware  dealer  in  the  country.  Not  even 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  order  was  ever  received. 

Suppression  of  Long  Credits — Improved  Banking  Facilities. 

In  a  former  report  from  this  consulate  general  (see  Daily  Consular 
and  Trade  Report,  Dec.  14,  1914)  mention  was  made  of  the  fact  that 
one  of  the  immediate  results  of  the  Avar  was  the  suppression  of  the 
long-credit  svstem,  which  had  been  a  feature  of  Moroccan  commerce 
in  the  past.  Practically  all  transactions  are  now  conducted  upon 
the  basis  of  cash  against  receipt  of  shipping  documents  through  local 
banks.  For  certain  articles  manufacturers  require  orders  to  be  cov- 
ered by  confirmed  credits  opened  in  Europe.  Moroccan  merchants 
in  such  cases  have  been  compellel  to  adopt  this  financial  procedure, 
with  the  result  that  more  ample  facilities  for  banking  and  credit 
transactions  betAveen  Morocco  and  Europe  as  well  as  the  IJnited  States 
have  been  introduced. 

Loan  Authorized  for  Development  of  Protectorate. 

The  French  Government  is  giving  serious  attention  to  the  develop- 
ment and  organization  of  the  French  protectorate  in  Morocco.  The 
loan  Avhich  the  Shereefian  Government  was  authorized  to  raise  by 
the  law  voted  in  the  French  Chamber"  on  March  10,  1914,  has  been 
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increased  by  $13.84:7,750,  briii<;ing  the  amount  to  a  total  of  $40,- 
700,000.  This  h)an  is  destined  to  be  utilized  for  the  following  pur- 
poses : 

I'a.vinont  of  debts  coiitractcil  by  (he  Mafihzen .$4.  82.").  000 

Iiuleniiuties  to  victims  of  Fez  and  Marralcesli  events OG."),  000 

Works  of  the  port  of  Casablanca 9.  G."i0.  OilO 

Construction  of  roads 13.  S47.  7.">0 

Instalhitioii  of  public  services,  provisional  premises  of  residency  gen- 
eral and  aih'.iinistration  at  Kabat ."9.  0(K) 

I'remises  of  administration  in  other  towns ;?S().  000 

Installation  of  premises  for  .judicial  and  penitentiary  services 880.  000 

Buildins  of  hospitals,  dispensaries,  etc 1.  930.  000 

Schools,  colleges,  etc 1,  9.30.  ooo 

Telegraph  and  post-oflice  services 2.  310,  000 

Initial  expenses  connected  with  the  improvement  of  forests 868,  500 

Irrigation,  experimental   nurseries,  draining  of  marshes  and  other 

works  of  agricultural  interest 772,  000 

Execution  of  map  of  ^lorocco 9().  ."iOO 

Registration  and  survey  of  lands 1,  oOO.  000 

Subsidies  to  various  towns  for  municipal  services 5,  220.  O.li* 

Studies  and  surveys  of  railway  routes 289,  .")00 

Preservation  of  historic  monuments 482,  .500 

Rec-onstitution   of  the   Government   real   property,    improvement   of 

same,  purchase  of  land  necessary  for  urlian  and  rural  schemes 579,  000 

Redemption  of  the  real-estate  rights  of  the  ex-Sultan  Mouley  Hafid__  482,  500 
Liquidation  of  accounts  for  provisional  installation  of  residency  gen- 
eral at  Rabat  and  purchase  and  sale  of  domains  lands 810,  600 

Agriculture  in  Morocco. 

Agricultural  products  constitute  a  large  proportion  of  the  exports 
from  ^Morocco  and  efforts  are  being  made  on  the  part  of  the  authori- 
ties to  further  develop  the  resources  of  the  country.  Agricultural 
bureaus  and  meteorological  stations  have  been  established  and  scien- 
tific experimental  instruction  is  being  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  cultivated  areas  and  improving  the  crop  yield  while 
veterinarians  are  beginning  to  supervise  live-stock  conditions. 

The  use  of  modern  agricultural  implements,  such  as  plows,  har- 
roAvs,  sowing  and  mowing  machines  have  hitherto  been  little  known 
in  this  country,  and  the  demand  for  modern  implements  will  depend 
largely  upon  the  activities  of  European  and  American  agricidtural 
implement  manufacturers.  The  great  future  trade  possibilities  of 
this  country  in  this  line  of  manufactured  articles  should  not  be  lost 
sight  of.  It  is  reported  that  an  important  American  concern  pro- 
ducing modern  agricultural  implements  has  purchased,  in  Casablanca, 
a  site  for  its  future  stores  and  demonstration  grounds. 

Railroad  and  Port  Construction. 

The  construction  of  the  projected  railroads  in  Morocco  has  been 
deferred  on  account  of  the  war.  The  program  established  in  the  year 
1914:  has,  however,  been  followed  out  so  fas  as  possible.  The  surveys 
of  the  Tangier-Fez  Railway  have  been  practically  completed  on  the 
section  within  the  French  Zone.  The  compai\y  formed  to  finance  the 
enterprise,  in  view  of  the  state  of  the  money  market,  has  obtained, 
nnder  a  new  convention,  an  increase  in  the  rate  of  mterest  guaran- 
teed, on  condition  that  the  execution  of  the  first  works  shall  be  un- 
dertaken within  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  understanding. 
Surveying  parties  are  working  actively  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  in  connection  with  the  Casablanca-Rabat- 
Kenitra-Sidi  Kassem  lines. 
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The  construction  of  the  port  of  Casabhinca  is  being  undertaken 
and  a  further  grant  of  $9,650,000  has  been  authorized  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  this  enterprise.  Improvements  are  also  projected  for 
the  ports  of  Saffi,  Mogador,  and  Mazagan  and  for  dredging  the  chan- 
nels of  the  rivers  Sebou  and  Bou  Regreg,  but  this  work  will  probably 
be  deferred  until  the  termination  of  the  war. 
Development  of  Trade. 

In  view  of  the  political  division  of  the  Shereefian  Empire  into 
the  French  Protectorate,  the  Spanish  Zone  of  Influence,  and  the 
International  Zone  of  Tangier,  the  relative  development  of  trade 
in  the  various  ports  of  Morocco  may  not  be  without  present  interest, 
as  it  serves  to  indicate  future  modifications  in  the  currents  of  trade 
within  the  Shereefian  Empire. 

In  this  connection  the  important  increase  in  the  import  trade 
of  the  new  port  of  Kenitra  from  $765,250  in  1914  to  $3,746,003  in 
1915  is  worthy  of  consideration.  There  was  also  a  heavy  increase  in 
its  export  trade.  Kenitra  is  situated  some  20  miles  inland  on  the 
banks  of  the  Sebou  River,  which,  with  proper  dredging,  will  be 
able  to  carry  large  ocean-going  steamers  up  as  far  as  this  port, 
lender  actual  conclitions  the  port  is  now  accessible  by  craft  of  mod- 
erate draft. 

From  the  following  table  it  will  be  observed,  with  respect  to  the 
ports  of  the  French  Zone,  that  the  import  trade  of  Casablanca  for 
the  year  1915,  as  compared  with  the  yeav  1914,  increased  by  28  per 
cent,  that  of  Mazagan  by  24  per  cent,  and  the  trade  of  Mogador  by  23 
per  cent.  The  large  increase  of  45  per  cent  in  the  Rabat  import 
trade  may  be  mainly  attributed  to  the  improvements  and  buildings 
carried  ont  in  the  present  seat  of  the  French  Residency-  (xeneral  and 
the  principal  residence  of  the  Sultan  of  Morocco. 

The  figures  in  respect  to  the  port  of  Tangier  and  the  ports  of  the 
Spanish  Zone  of  Influence  appear  to  call  for  no  further  comment 
than  that  the  decreases  are  due  to  the  general  unfavorable  conditions 
of  trade,  while  the  small  increase  in  the  case  of  Tetuan  is  due  to 
causes  similar  to  those  obtaining  with  respect  to  Rabat.  Tetuan  being 
the  seat  of  the  Spanish  Residency  General. 


Ports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

Ports  ot  the  French  Protectorate: 

Casablanca  (Dar-el-Beida) 

$9, 072, 495 
2, lis, 527 
2, 174,  776 
3,655,584 
2,206,763 
765,250 
60, 142 

3,800,712 

1,627,332 

101,309 

4,110,960 

$11,549,970 
2, 524, 541 
2, 598, 692 
5,014,352 
2,298,596 
3, 740, 003 
11,755 

2, 973, 439 

2,054,661 

164;  290 

3, 439, 969 

SI, 672, 928 

1,011,902 

^  887, 426 

311,359 

329, 2?2 

9, 4,59 

$3  395  838 

'^  431,365 

1  258,487 

Rabat 

260,014 

1,699,722 

194,517 

Saffl                     

Fedalah 

155,381 

Ports  of  the  Spanish  zone  of  influence: 

540, 078 

23,734 

746 

272, 456 

5.50,058 

23,972 

7,340 

197,992 

Arzila.                           

Total 

29,759,850 

30,370,268 

5,059,360 

10,174,692 

Market  Conditions — Trade  ty  Countries. 

Indications  of  a  commercial  awakening  in  ]Morocco  may  be  found 
in  the  fact  that  economic  missions  have  been  recently  sent  to  France 
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to  enlighten  the  chambers  of  commerce  and  manufacturers  of  that 
country  on  local  market  conditions  and  demands.  A  Franco-Moorish 
exhibition  was  also  held  in  Casablanca  recently,  and  INIoroccan  firms 
were  represented  at  the  Lyons  fair.  Trade  museums  have  been 
created  to  act  as  depositories,  in  this  countr}',  for  classified  samples 
and  as  centers  for  the  dissemination  of  commercial  information. 

'From  the  following  table  indicating  the  total  trade  of  the  prin- 
cipal countries  with  Morocco  for  the  years  11)14  and  1915,  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  trade  of  France  and  Great  Britain  for  the  year 
1915,  as  compared  with  the  year  1914,  increased  in  both  instances  by 
some  50  per  cent  and  that  of  Spain  by  some  TO  per  cent. 


1914 


France  and  Algeria Slo,  197, 335 


Great  Britain  and  Gibraltar. 

Gennany  

Spain 

United  States 

All  other  countries  . 


Totaltrade  passing  through  open  ports 
Trade  over  Algerian  border  (estimated) 


Grand  total 


S,S38,G10 
2,555,772 
3,561,651 
546, 708 
4,119,134 


34,819,210 
7,316,051 


42,125,261 


1915 


S23,29G,!-3S 

12,462,541 

39,497 

5, 938, 740 

547,742 

4,205,602 


46,550,960 
7,499,015 


54,049,975 


Imports  into  the  Country. 

Among  the  imports,  those  of  cigars  and  cigarettes  have  remained 
unchanged,  but  the  amount  of  leaf  and  other  raw  tobacco  imported 
in  1915  was  five  times  greater  than  the  corresponding  imports  for  the 
year  1914.  This  is  explained  b}'  the  fact  that  the  tobacco  monopoly, 
established  in  Morocco  several  years  ago,  is  now  fully  equipped  for 
the  manufacture  of  its  own  cigarettes  and  has  accumulated  reserves 
of  stock  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  values  of  the  principal  articles 
imported  into  Morocco  in  1914  and  1915 : 


Articles. 


Beds 

Beer 

Boots  and  shoes 

Breads  tuffs: 

Barley 

Biscuits 

Com 

Flour 

Oats 

Rice 

Semolina 

Wheat 

Bricks 

Candles 

Cars,  carriages: 

Automobiles 

Carriages  and  wagons. . 

Cement 

Clocks  and  watches: 

Clocks 

Watches 

Clothing,  ready-made 

Coal 

Coffee 

Copper,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Copper 

Manufactures 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 
Piece  goods- 
Bleached  

Unbleached 

Colored 

Muslin 


$$41,663 
167,903 
162,545 

427,8:58 
65,750 
221,479 

1,059,140 

2,794 

174,665 

1,356,150 
221,044 
121,516 
584,339 

358,890 

70,465 

358,950 

16,511 

14,937 

658,810 

202,658 

163.142 


56,317 
92,244 


2,759,853 
98,157 
676,258 
678,221 


$S16,690 
173.397 
226, 760 

367,314 

95.151 

3,203 

1,705,431 

40,615 

204,416 

54,034 


15,539 
937,522 

147,402 

43,245 

320,330 

7,159 

15.916 

538,503 

271.986 

291,469 


9,199 
40.780 


3,325,199 
108,965 
744,. 593 
789,461 


Articles. 


Cotton,  manufactures  of — 

Continued. 
Piece  goods— Continued. 

Prints 

Thread 

Fish,  canned 

Fruit,  canned 

Glassware 

Grease 

Hardware  and  household 

articles 

Iron  and  steel   manufac- 
tures: 

Cutlerj- 

Galvanized  and  other. 
Machines: 

Sewing 

other 

Motors,  etc 

Nails 

Rails 

Tinware 

Lime 

Linen  garments 

Matches 

Meat  and  dairy  products: 
Meats- 
Canned 

Salted,  hams,  etc. 
Dairy  products- 
Butter 

Butter  substituteSj 
margarin 


1915 


1198,807 
100,148 
70,409 
20,610 
127,036 
31.410 

780,982 


18,072 
479,293 

37,203 
123,263 
303,690 
40, 756 
47,775 
38,692 
90,400 
126,551 
86, 957 


47,388 
176,882 

82, 129 

46,438 


$364,320 
148,047 
55,649 
11,874 
181,192 
6,860 

503,495 


7,202 
198,453 

26, 467 
120, 443 
287,450 
52,329 
62,51G 
28,388 
86,802 
95,471 
193,958 


75,951 
199, 719 

103, 149 

60,950 
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Articles. 


Meat  and  dairy  products- 
Continued. 
Dairy  products— Con. 

Lard 

Cliecso 

Milk 

Nickel  goods. 

Medicines,  prepared 

Oils: 

Mineral— 

Gasoline 

Pet  roleum 

Other 

Vegetable — 

Cottonseed 

I>iiLseed 

Olive  and  other... 

Paints,  etc 

Paper 

Plaster 

Kopc 

Salt 

Seeds  for  sowing 

Silk  goods 


$25,236 

112,950 

143,632 

31,80G 

of).  794 


107. OSO 
127,039 
42,951 

l.'i  1,077 
10,541 

37tl,  503 
53,510 

144, 798 

44,0.39 

52,212 

19,045 

7,  .594 

737, 852 


1915 


S57,8S3 
119,927 
190, 808 
22,291 
90, 921 


121,065 
140,866 
91, 734 

104, 426 

11,383 

500, 450 

.42,035 

202,382 

20, 603 

37,312 

21,341 

5, 669 

569,825 


Articles. 


Skins 

Soap 

Sugar  and  molasses: 

Sugar 

Sirups  and  sweets 

Tar 

Tea 

Tobacco: 

Cigars  and  cig-irettes. . 

Other 

Vegetables: 

Canned 

Potatccs 

Wine 

Wire,  copper  and  iron 

Wood,  and  manufLUtures 
ot: 

Furniture 

Lumber  of  all  kinds. . 

Woolen  goods 

All  other  art  iclcs 

Total 


1914 


SIS, 491 
204,310 

4,518,942 

76,970 

(■),  785 

1,214,790 

322,797 
65, 449 

116,987 
182,379 
797,3% 
105, 783 


297.840 

696,C0fi 

370,361 

4,620,179 


$43,418 
329, 991 

10.108,233 
99,834 


315,270 
331,358 

127,299 

288,988 

1,307,670 

32,275 


133,100 

172,051 

323, 812 

5,383,090 


29,759,850     36,376,268 


Exports  from  Morocco. 

The  export  trade  of  Morocco  in  1914  was  abnormal,  owing  to  the 
dislocation  of  trade  during  the  initial  months  of  the  war. 

Among  the  principal  articles  of  export  in  1915  barley,  wheat,  and 
eggs  reached  the  normal  figures  of  the  average  Moroccan  yearly 
production.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  a  stringent- 
embargo  has  existed  on  the  exportation  of  these  articles,  except 
to  certain  destinations,  and  it  is  therefore  probable  that  the 
export  figures  for  the  year  1915  reallv  cover  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  1914  crops.  Almonds  have  been  exported  in 
practically  normal  quantities.  About  half  the  average  quantities 
of  hides  and  skins  appear  in  the  table  of  exports  for  the  year  1915, 
a  condition  accounted  for  by  the  increasing  limitations  placed  upon 
their  exportation.  Exports  of  drug  seeds  and  spices  are  slightly 
above  the  average,  no  restriction  having  been  placed  upon  trade  in 
these  articles. 

The  principal  articles  exported  from  Morocco  in  the  years  1914 
and  1915, .  together  with  their  values,  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : 


Articles. 


Animals,  live: 

Cattle 

Fowls 

Beeswax 

Bones 

Brcadstuffs: 

Barley 

Corn." 

Wheat 

Carpets 

Eggs 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Dates 

Nuts- 
Almonds, 
other.... 

Ciums 

Guts: 

Dry 

Fresh 

Hair,  goats,  etc... 


1914 


15, 
142, 
26. 

6, 
IH, 


2, 
384, 


479 
'ii8 


626 


1915 


.«3,155 

228,065 

4,006 

2,568,791 
140,188 

1,113.048 

2,856 

974,658 

473 

842,359 

754 

97,903 

1,9,35 
2.201 
12.979 


Articles. 


1914 


All  other  articles. 


Total 5.059,360 


!  Hides  and  skins: 

I  Hides $795,915 

'         Skins— 
!  Goaf. . . 

Sheep . . 
Leather  work . . 

Oil,  olive 

Rags 

Seeds: 

Canary 

Coriander. . 

I         Cumin 

I         Fenugreek . 

;         Linseed 

Slippers 

Vegetables: 

"  Beans 

Chick-oeas  . 
Wool. 


365, 

221. 

1, 

1, 

59, 

.366, 
132. 
52, 
203, 
656, 
181. 


88 
592 
116 


$410,232 

482.5.32 

90..'->9l 

13,962 

31 

&5.013 

.543,047 
199,5.85 
150.951 
146.894 
112,016 
6.5,803 

200,925 
368,891 
615,166 
335.682 


10,174,692 


MOROCCO. 


The  only  manufactured  articles  exported  from  Morocco  in  any 
appreciable  quantities,  under  normal  conditions,  are  leather  slippers, 
the  normal  yearly  export  trade  of  which  is  valued  at  about  $200,000. 
This  trade  was  therefore  reduced  to  one-third  of  its  normal  value 
in  1915. 

Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  following-  table  shows  the  values  of  exports  to  the  United 
States  declared  through  the  American  consulate  general  at  Tangier 
and  the  agency  at.Mogador  in  1914  and  1915 : 


Articles. 


Almonds 

Goatskins 

Gums,  Sandrac 
Guts,  salted... 

Hides 

Seeds: 

Canary 


$13,346 

79,068 

13.832 

601 

10, 7  U 

2,056 


?.5,489 

34,111 

20,100 

1,001 


Articles. 


1914 


Seeds— Continued 

Coriander 

Cummin 

Fenugreek . . . 

Wool 

Total 


$9,651 

4,201 

14,. 591 

304 


824, S89 
81,284 
16, 715 


148,484     183,679 


Road  Improvements. 

Great  activity  has  been  displayed  by  the  Public  Worlcs  Depart- 
ment in  the  French  Zone  in  the  construction  of  public  highways. 
The  first  improvements  have  been  practically  completed  and  include 
a  coast  road  from  Kenitra  to  Mogador,  linking  up  all  the  chief 
coast  towns  in  the  French  Zone ;  two  roads  from  Fez,  one  direct  to 
Kenitra  and  the  other  ])assing  through  Mequinez.  The  Fez-Kenitra 
road,  Avhen  joined  with  the  Fez-Tangier  road  will  connect  the  three 
zones  of  the  Empire.    This  scheme  comprises  875  miles. 

A  further  plan  has  recently  been  adopted  for  the  construction 
of  350  miles  of  road  estimated  to  cost  $3,281,000.  This  supplementary 
scheme  will  initiate  both  from  Fez  and  from  Oudja,  on  the  Algerian 
border,  the  construction  of  a  road  to  unite  Western  and  Eastern 
Morocco,  as  well  as  a  direct  road  from  Mequinez  to  Rabat,  another 
from  Marrakesh  to  Saffi,  and  a  further  280  miles  of  secondary  roads 
to  tap  various  rich  distiicts. 

Telegraph,  Telephone,  and  Postal  Services. 

The  telegraph  system  actually  in  operation  in  the  French  Pro- 
tectorate consists  of  -1,185  miles  of  yvive  exclusive  of  1,670  miles  of 
military  lines.  Land  lines  now  interconnect  all  the  ports  and  the 
important  cities  in  the  interior.  Tangier  is  connected  with  Rabat 
by  land  lines  and  has  also  a  wireless  station.  Telephone  systems  are 
now  in  operation  in  Tangier,  and  in  the  following  towns  of  the 
French  Protectorate :  Casablanca,  Rabat,  Kenitra,  Fez,  Mequinez, 
and  Marrakesh.  Tangier,  Arcila,  and  Earache  are  connecetd  by  tele- 
phone. Casablanca,  Rabat,  and  Kenitra  have  also  interurban  tele- 
phone communication  and  connections  are  being  effected  between 
Casablanca.  Rabat,  Fez,  and  Marrakesh. 

The  postal  services  in  the  French  Protectorate  and  in  the  Spanish 
Zone  of  Influence  have  been  converted  into  departments  independent 
of  the  metropolitan  administrations.  The  French  post  offices  in  the 
Spanish  Zone  and  likewise  the  Spanish  postal  agencies  in  the  French 
Protectorate  have  been  suppressed.  In  both  zones,  however,  British 
postal   agencies   continue   in   operation.     In   Tangier   the    French, 
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British,  and  Spanish  post  offices  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  operate 
as  agencies  of  their  respective  nietroj^olitan  achninistrations.   ' 

Inland  postal  service,  in  the  French  Protectorate,  is  now  conducted 
by  means  of  a  regular  automobile  mail  service  and  by  means  of  the 
military  railways.  Postal  connection  overland  with  Tangier  has 
been  discontinued,  all  mails  from  this  town  to  the  interior  now  be- 
ing carried  by  mail  steamers  to  the  coast  ports.  An  inland  parcels- 
post  service  has  been  instituted  in  the  French  Protectorate,  the  mili- 
tary raihvays  being  utilized  for  this  purpose.  A  charge  of  1  franc 
{$0,193,  U.  S.  currency)  is  made  on  parcels  not  exceeding  11  pounds. 
Fishing  Industry  to  be  Developed — Moroccan  Forests. 

^Vccording  to  a  report  draAvn  up  by  the  Committee  of  Economic 
Schemes  at  Rabat,  the  fishing  industries  of  Morocco  are  expected  to 
show  important  developments,  as  large  and  varied  quantities  of  fish 
abound  in  Moroccan  waters.  It  is  estimated  that  six  times  the  quan- 
tity of  sardines  may  be  caught  between  Tangier  and  Agadir  as  com- 
pared with  the  French  ports  of  Douarnene}^  and  Concarneau.  In 
^loroccan  waters  the  fish  may  be  caught  without  the  Norwegian  bait, 
which  costs  French  trawlers  hundreds  of  thousands  of  francs  a  year. 
The  prospects  of  establishing  such  an  important  industry  in  IMoroc- 
can  waters  has  led  the  committee  above  mentioned  to  request  the 
Protectorate  authorities  to  adopt  measures  to  encourage  such  an  en- 
terprise. 

The  Protectorate  authorities  have  rejected  all  idea  of  submitting 
the  exploitation  of  forests  to  private  concessions  and  have  decided 
that  the  improvement  of  Moroccan  forests  shall  be  assumed  by  the 
State.  The  Forest  and  Water  Department  of  the  Protectorate  was 
established  in  1913,  but  not  organized  until  1914,  during  which  year 
its  technical  agents  proceeded  to  draw  np  their  reports  on  the  con- 
dition, composition,  and  extent  of  the  forest  lands  of  the  French 
Zone.  Measures  have  been  taken  to  arrest  the  destruction  of  the 
forests  Avhich  has  been  carried  on  by  the  native  tannin  gatherers 
and  charcoal  burners,  and  measures  are  also  in  force  for  protection 
aefainst  fire. 
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